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Faith and Inspiration 


Grateful for Grace 


I will confess that I can be 
rather literal in my interactions 
with people. For instance, I was 
once approached outside a grocery 
store by an individual soliciting 
support for a charitable organiza- 
tion intent on providing for 
children's basic needs — e.g., food, 
clothing, shelter. 

While I am 
certainly not opposed 
to sincere forms of 
altruism or philan- 
thropy, a couple of 
statements from this 
individual's prepared 
grandiloquence caught 
my attention and 
caused to me ponder 
the premise for some 
of his entreaties. 
Undoubtedly, many of 
these kinds of groups 
employ highly 
reviewed psychologi- 
cal techniques geared 
toward persuasive 
appeals to presumed 
conscience, honor, and 
dignity. 

Among other 
things, the campaigner 
in question asserted 
that I was a "good 
person." Given the fact 
that we had never 
encountered each other 
previously, my imme- 
diate reaction was to 
question how he could formulate 
such an assumption. 

Jesus's response when he was 
confronted with similar rhetoric 
came to mind: "No one is good 
except God alone" (Mark 10:18). 
This truth is echoed throughout 
Scripture (Psalm 14:3, Ecclesiastes 
7:20, Romans 3:10). 

This petitioner further 
attempted to evoke any sense of 
sympathy, compassion, or benevo- 
lence I might possess toward 
children specifically. His inquiry 
was predicated upon the notion of 
whether I believed children 
"deserved" basic material comforts. 
The singularly emphatic wording 
elicited hesitation once again and 
provoked me to wonder aloud 
about the entire supposition of what 
anyone actually "deserves." 

To reiterate, I approve of efforts 
to alleviate the misfortune, suffer- 
ing, or scarcity of those around us 
as much as we are able; but claims 
about presumed entitlement almost 
always prompt skepticism on my 
part. Personally, I feel that Chris- 
tians are more prone to advocate a 
concept of unmerited favor than 
mere concession or prerogative — 
that is, they find unwarranted kind- 
ness and generosity without regard 
to be much more authentic and 
appealing. 

With that in mind, it is perhaps 
a fair question to consider: What 
do we in fact deserve as human 
beings? 

With regard to spiritual matters, 
there are those who deduce that any 
kind of favor with God must in 
some manner be earned or secured 
through our own mortal exertions 
and pains. This rationale insists that 
by striving to meet any number of 
stringent requirements for right- 
eousness, we would be able to be 
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justified as acceptably satisfying 
the criteria of God's holiness, 
becoming somehow worthy or 


deserving of entering God's 


presence, resuming and maintain- 


ing our intended relationship 
with him. 

According to the Bible, 
however, this is not the 
case. 

In order to thoroughly 
and painstakingly dem- 
onstrate the impossibly 
vast and virtually irrep- 
arable chasm between 
God and man precipi- 
tated by the devastat- 
ing debut of sin in the 
world, God unveiled a 
model of qualification 
for holiness often 
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referred to as the 

Mosaic Law, delivered to the Isra- 
elites at Mount Sinai during their 
desert wandering. Besides the rig- 
orous regimen of expected conduct 
and explicit prohibition, the Law 
ultimately emphasized the ter- 
minally severe, indeed tragically 
grievous cost of sin: death. The 
Israelites were continually 
reminded of this cost by the 
seemingly perpetual ritual animal 
sacrifices they were compelled to 
observe. 

From the time of God's initial 
admonition to Adam and Eve, we 
have been made aware that death is 
the consequence of rebellion 
against his wisdom and provision; 
as Romans 6:23 reminds us, the 
"wages (cost or payment) of sin is 
death." And from that time, God 
has made every possible effort to 
overcome that breach of trust and 
fidelity, even going beyond what 
some might deem reasonable or 
practical. After all, he was not the 
one to violate the covenant between 
himself and us; and yet, he would 
be the one to pay that price on our 
behalf to fulfill that demand of 
holiness. 

This is the reality of God's 
grace, of which we are all benefici- 
aries if we accept it, and it is this 
grace toward which we are meant 
to direct our hope and faith. This is 
indeed the essence of the gospel, 
the good news that God has carried 
out the seemingly insurmountable 
work of redemption for us, some- 
thing we could never have done 
ourselves. 

It is this grace in which we 
strive to live, love, and bless, rather 
than relying on essentially futile 
attempts to prove we “deserve” to 
be counted as righteous, imper- 
fectly laboring to adhere to the 


rigid strictures of our conception of 
divine rules for behavior, which 
typically mutate into flawed and 
oppressive endeavors for control. 

In an episode of the television 
series "Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion," the crew of the starship 
Enterprise visits a planet that 
initially seems quite ideal and 
idyllic. The inhabitants are demon- 
strably friendly, even affectionate. 
They spend their time mostly in 
leisure and claim that crime does 
not exist among their population. 

However, when one member 
of the Enterprise crew inadver- 
tently violates an arbitrary (indeed, 
unknown) injunction, they are 
faced with a startlingly harsh 
manifestation of due process 
whereby the offender is summarily 
sentenced to death for the 
ostensibly minor infrac- 
tion. 

The inhabitants main- 
tain that this "swift jus- 
tice" is intended to prevent 
or deter potential trans- 
gressions. While not want- 
ing to interfere with this 
culture's natural devel- 
opment, Captain Picard is 
understandably 
disturbed and averse to 
such extreme legalism. 
The conversation between 
some crew members and 
representatives of the 
planet illustrates differing 
perspectives on the law. 


MEDIATOR: We cannot allow ig- 
norance of the law to become a de- 
fence. 

PICARD: I don't know how to 
communicate this, or even if it is 
possible, but the question of justice 
has concerned me greatly of late. 
And I say to any creature who may 
be listening, there can be no justice 
so long as laws are absolute. Even 
life itself is an exercise in 
exceptions. 

RIKER: When has justice ever 
been as simple as a rulebook? 


As believers, we need not live 
under the threat of being cast down 
and deprived of life should we 
contravene a capricious or auto- 
cratic mandate or regulation, 
unintentionally or otherwise. 
Concerning God’s sense of justice, 
there should be no doubt that Jesus 
paid the ultimate price for sin on 
our behalf (Romans 5:8, Hebrews 
9:12, 1 John 2:2, etc.), thus endow- 
ing to us audacious and undeserved 
favor. 

And as the apostle Paul reminds 
us, it is this grace, not our own 
efforts, which saves us by faith 
(Ephesians 2:8-9), and this grace is 
sufficient for life (2 Corinthians 
12:9); there is nothing more we 
could ever do to be considered 
worthy. 

Let us be grateful for God’s 
grace, and may our gratitude 
compel us to embrace the comfort 
and counsel of the Holy Spirit who 
now inhabits our very being, who 
writes the principles of the Law 
(loving God and loving our 
neighbor) on our hearts, and who 
moves us toward living out that 
grace daily. 


Red Cross: Families face emergency needs 
amid COVID-19, weather emergencies 


This holiday season, donate 
financially or give blood to 
help those most vulnerable 


In 2021, people in South Florida 
and across the country faced great 
emergency needs as the ongoing 
pandemic exacerbated the chal- 
lenges related to severe disasters, 
blood shortages and global conflict. 

On Giving Tuesday and during 
the holidays, visit redcross.org to 
make a financial donation. 

Individuals can also learn about 
volunteer opportunities in their area 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 


305-454-4944 


or visit www.thhjc.org 


and give back in honor of Ameri- 
can Red Cross founder Clara Bar- 
ton, whose 200th birthday will be 
commemorated on December 25. 
2021 marked one of the coun- 
try’s most active years for severe 
weather. This disaster season was 
incredibly busy for the Red Cross 
South Florida Region with over 50 
volunteers responding to help 
people whose lives have been 
upended by hurricanes, wildfires, 
and other disasters outside of the 
region. Additionally in South Flor- 
ida, more than 150 Red Crossers 
provided aid to 
the families and 
community 
affected by the 
building col- 
lapse in Surf- 
side, including 
specially trained 
disaster mental 
health and 
spiritual care 
volunteers who 
provided one- 
on-one support 
to those coping 
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Red Cross assisted those affected by 
the Surfside collapse. 


with the tragedy. Red Cross case- 
workers met with families to help 
them plan their next steps and 
provided financial assistance when 
needed. 

To meet the increasing needs of 
hospital patients, the Red Cross 
distributed 250,000 more blood 
products in 2021 than last year, 
until the delta variant began to 
spread in August. The pandemic 
also resulted in fewer blood drives 
at schools and colleges, contrib- 
uting to a 34% drop in new blood 
donors from last year. Blood 
donations are needed now. 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 
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Billy Gene Williams 


Billy Gene Williams, 
of Homestead, passed 
away on November 13, 
2021. 

Born July 2, 1934 in 
Kenneth, Missouri. He 
was the 7th child of 12. 
The family moved to 
Perrine, Florida in 1944. 
Billy went to Perrine 
Elementary, Ponce de 
Leon Middle school and 
Redland High school. He 
became a Marine in his 
senior year where he 
graduated while enlisted. 

After working as a 
Union Carpenter, Billy 
became one of the first 
Miami-Dade firefighter. 
He wore badge # 27. He 
retired 19 years later as a 
Lieutenant, after an on- 
the-job injury. 

When he was asked, 
“What was the most 
important thing you went 
through at work as a fire- 
fighter,” he would reply, 
“Tt’s like every day is a 
different job.” He really 
loved his life as a fire- 
fighter. He also loved to 
share his memories about 
those days with anyone 
who was willing to listen, 
because it made him so 
proud. 

He was the club 
champion at Redlands 
Golf and County Club 
after only three years of 
playing golf. 

Upon retiring from the 
Fire Department, he 
moved down to Key 
Largo where he did a lot 
of fishing. He loved the 
lifestyle and the 
surroundings while in the 
Keys. 

In 1988, Billy returned 
to Homestead, and began 
remodeling and living in 
several houses. He and 
his wife enjoyed the DIY 


part of the renovations. 

In 2018, Billy suffered 
a very bad neck injury. It 
slowed him down and he 
was limited in his mobil- 
ity which frustrated him 
to no end. He always said 
that he had a very good 
life and he wouldn’t 
change a thing. 

Billy is survived 
by his wife, Louise 
Williams, who he affec- 
tionately referred to as his 
“trophy wife,” three 
biological children, Terry 
Lee Munz (Pink), 
Michael Gene Williams, 
and Norman Eugene 
Williams and four step- 
children, Doug Boller, 
Peggy Burns (Fred), Pat 
Sorensen, and Pamela 
Postlethwaite (Ron), in 
addition to 10 grandchil- 
dren and 21 great grand- 
children. 

He was surrounded by 
his family and friends, 
which was good for him 
because he was a definite 
people person. He will 
truly be missed by all 
those who have known 
him and loved him. 

Another angel was 
sent to Heaven to watch 
over all of us. 

No public funeral will 
be held. The family 
requests that no flowers 
be sent. Instead, they ask 
for friends to plant a tree 
or flower in Billy’s honor. 


Florida Congressional 
Delegation urges CMS to 
protect patient access to 
advanced cancer treatment 
in proposed radiation 
oncology model 
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Senator Marco Rubio 
led a bipartisan group of 
Florida Congressional 
members in writing a 
letter to the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) Admin- 
istrator Chiquita Brooks- 
LaSure urging the agency 
to exclude low-volume 
modalities such as proton 
beam therapy (PBT) from 
the Radiation Oncology 
(RO) Model, which is set 
to begin January 2022 
and threatens to cut up to 
50 percent in Medicare 
reimbursements to pro- 
viders of this high-quality 
radiation treatment. 

Florida-based PBT 
centers are some of the 
most advanced in the 
nation, treating more than 
14,000 cancer patients 
including thousands of 
pediatric patients to date. 

“Tt [proton beam 
therapy] is a more 
effective, precise, and 
safer alternative to 
conventional radiation 
therapies widely avail- 
able today,” the law- 
makers wrote. “While 
traditional radiation ther- 
apies often harm healthy 
tissues and organs, PBT 
limits radiation exposure, 


thus reducing side effects, 


and lowering the risk of 
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secondary cancers. 

Florida’s pediatrics 
population particularly 
benefits from PBT as it 
reduces the risk of devel- 
opmental, hormonal, 
muscular, and skeletal 
deficiencies, including 
hearing loss. 

Florida is proud to call 
the nation’s leading PBT 
center home, which 
opened in 2006 and treats 
patients of all ages, 
including more than 
2,000 children. 

Furthermore, PBT 
centers across the state 
are effectively treating 
patients who are 
diagnosed with localized 
tumors such as brain, 
breast, head and neck, 
eye, gastrointestinal, 
lung, prostate, esopha- 
geal, and other cancers. 
While this RO Model 
would only impact 
Medicare beneficiaries, 
the reimbursement cuts 
threaten to disrupt care 
for all PBT patients as 
these centers treat a 
significant amount of 
Medicare patients. The 
cut to Medicare for 
cancer modalities con- 
tinues to negatively im- 
pact the most vulnerable 
in our country, creating 
further health inequities.” 
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